
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

          
An Easter Reflection on Divine Mercy Sunday – 

Instead of a reflection from me on this Divine Mercy Sunday, I found words 
which the late Pope Francis shared on  Sunday, April 24, 2022, in St. Peter’s 

Square. Offering his thoughts on the doubting St. Thomas, Pope Francis 
reminds us that Jesus does not expect us to be “perfect Christians.”  

Instead, he wants us “to seek him, to call on him, or even like St. Thomas,  
to protest, bringing him our needs and unbelief.”   

Pope Francis  suggests that Thomas “represents all of us:” 
 

        “We too struggle at times like the disciple: How can we believe that Jesus is risen, that he accompanies us and is the Lord 
of our life without having seen him, without having touched him? How can we believe in this? Why does the Lord not give us 
a clearer sign of his presence and love? Some sign that I can see better. 
 

         Here, we too are like Thomas, with the same doubts, the same reasoning. But we need not be ashamed of this. By telling 
the story of Thomas, in fact, the Gospel tells us that the Lord is not looking for perfect Christians. The Lord is not looking for 
perfect Christians. I tell you: when I see a Christian, some association of Christians who believe themselves to be perfect. The 
Lord is not looking for perfect Christians; the Lord is not looking for Christians who never doubt and always flaunt a steadfast 
faith. When a Christian is like that, something is not right. No, the adventures of faith, as for Thomas, consists of lights and 
shadows. Otherwise, what kind of faith would that be? It knows times of comfort, zeal and enthusiasm, but also of weariness, 
confusion, doubt, and darkness. 
 

    The Gospel shows us Thomas’ ‘crisis’ to tell us that we should not fear the crises of life and faith. Crises are not sins, 
they are part of the journey, we should not fear them. Many times, they make us humble because they strip us of the idea that 
we are fine, that we are better than others, Crises help us to recognize that we are needy: they rekindle the need for God and 
thus enable us to return to the Lord to touch his wounds, to experience his love anew as if it were the first time. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, it is better to have an imperfect but humble faith that always returns to Jesus, than a strong 
but presumptuous faith that makes us proud and arrogant. Woe to those, woe to them! 
 

Jesus does not give up, he does not get tired of us, he is not afraid of our crises, our weaknesses. He always comes back; 
when the doors are closed, he comes back; when we are in doubt, he comes back; when, like Thomas, we need to encounter 
him and touch him up close, he comes back. Jesus always comes back, he always knocks on the door, and he does not come 
back with powerful signs that would make us feel small and inadequate, even ashamed, but with his wounds; he comes back, 
showing us his wounds, signs of his love that has espoused our frailties. 
 

Jesus is the Lord of ‘other chances’: He always gives us one another, always. So let us think about the last time – let’s 
try to remember a little – that, during a difficult moment or a period of crisis, we closed in ourselves, barricading ourselves in 
our problems and shutting Jesus out of the house. And let us promise ourselves, the next time, in our fatigue, to seek Jesus, to 
return to him, to his forgiveness – he always forgives, always! – to return to those wounds that have healed us.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD PARISH, DURYEA 
127 Stephenson Street   Tel: 570-457-3502      Fax: 570-451-3341   Office Hours: M-F, 9:00-4:00 unless otherwise noted in bulletin. 

E-mail: rectory@nativityduryea.org                Web: www.nativityduryea.org   ..f.  Nativity of Our Lord Duryea 

Rev. Michael M. Bryant Pastor                       Deacon André Kabacinski, Parish Deacon          

Masses:  Daily, M-T-W-F  7:00am  Thursday 6:30pm  ● Saturday (Vigil)- 4:00 pm ● Sunday- 8 & 11am, & 7pm  

Confession: Daily, M-T-W-F~6:40-6:55am; Thur. – 6:10-6:25pm  ● Sat. 3:15-3:45pm, & anytime upon request. 

 

Questions for reflection based on this Sunday’s readings: 
 

Acts  5: 12-16 ~ Peter’s faith in Jesus enables him to  
work signs and wonders.                                                                                                                             

Revelation 1: 9-11a,12-13,17-19~  He is the first and the last,  
the one who lives. 

  John 20: 19-31 ~ How blessed are those who have not seen  
but still believed. 

 

      Where and when do I recognize Christ’s wounds     
              in the body of Christ?  
     What can I do to heal those wounds? 

❖    THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER     ❖   DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY    ❖  APRIL 27, 2025       ❖ 

mailto:rectory@nativityduryea.org
http://www.nativityduryea.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR, DEVOTIONS, AND INTENTIONS 
APRIL 27TH- MAY 4TH , 2025 
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St. Peter Chanel, priest 
& Martyr & 

St Louis Grignion de 
Montforte ,Priest 

7:00 am 

 

 J B Denton (by Diane M. Plisga) 

T
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29 
St, Catherine of Siena, 
Virgin and Dr.of the 

Church 

7:00am  
 

Beverly Rogalski (by John & Nancy Rafferty) 

W
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30 St Pius V, Pope 7:00am 
 

 Jack Rava (by Joseph & Diana Rava) 

T
h
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1 St Joseph the Worker 6:30pm 
 

Frank Groblewski (By Ceil Groblewski) 

F
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St. Athanasius, Bishop & 

Doctor of the Church 

7:00am 

9:00am 

 Richard Slatky (by Janice McAndrew) 
Henry & Mildred Levandoski (by family) HRS Mass 

S
a
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 3 
Saints Philip & James , 

Apostles 
4:00pm  The Intentions of the Parishioners 

Su
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4  
Third Sunday of 

Easter 

8:00am 
11:00am 
7:00pm 

  Thomas Wollner (by John & Claire Pliska) 

First Holy Communion 
Don Wasta (by Robin & Donnie Barycki) 

VOTIVE CANDLES OFFERINGS 

 Sacred Heart of Jesus     Don Wasta (by wife, Judy) 

Blessed Virgin Mary   Dorothy & Louis Doxbeck (by family) 

Saint Joseph   Stanley Piontek (by Beverly Dulny) 

A candle will also burn at this time in prayerful memory of our departed Holy Father, Pope Francis. 

Upcoming April events… 
27 Sunday 
- 9am Pierogi Making 
- Divine Mercy Holy Hour, 2:00pm 
- Women’s Society Spring Social  
                  @ Arcaro& Genell 1pm-4pm 
28 Monday 
-First Communion Rehearsal, 6:00pm 
29- Tuesday 
-Soup and Spirituality @530-7pm 
 
         May Events… 
2 Friday – First Friday 
4 Sunday  
-First Holy Communion 11 AM 
6 Tuesday 
- Piggie Prep: core, clean, steam cabbage,   
                            juice,  rice ,onions @9am 
7 Wednesday 
- roll and bake piggies 9am 
8 Thursday 
- roll and bake piggies 9am 

 
 

 April  27th-May 3rd, 2025                                                                         The Second Week of Easter 

FINANCES AND ONGOING STEWARDSHIP: For the period ending April 22: SUNDAY TOTAL $16,165.73;  
Sunday $4,346.41 ($1,271.00 OL);  Other Envelopes $1,927.27 ($170.00 OL); Loose $1,258.05;   

EASTER: $6,813.00 ($595.00 OL) Holy Land $882.00 ($15.00 OL); Holy Thursday $939.11 ($45.00 OL);  
CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL:  2024 GOAL $44,982.00   So Far: $46,896.00! …  105.03 %!   

Thank You, and may God bless your wonderful generosity! 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & FAITH FORMATION:  
Last Classes: Sunday April 27th, Morning classes 9:45-
10:45am 1st-6th grades. Evening classes 5:15-6:45pm 7th-8th 
grades. 
 

HRS GIFT CERTIFICATES:  Thursdays 8am-10am in church 
hall. 
 

HOSPITALIZATION AND ILLNESS Parishioners, some 
hospitals  do not give us names of parishioners who are 
patients.  Other hospitals only give names when patients 
register as a Catholic and a parishioner of Nativity Duryea (not 
Holy Rosary, Sacred Heart of Jesus, St. Joseph’s, St. Michael’s, 
Peter’s and Paul’s etc.)  Families, PLEASE call the rectory to let 
father know if a loved one is in the hospital, moved to a 
nursing home, is homebound, especially if they need a visit for 
anointing or Eucharist.  It is not an inconvenience for Father 
Michael or the staff or ministers – it is the work of the church 
to care for those who are sick.   
 

PARISH EMAIL DATABASE Our parish emails the bulletin 
each week, along with other mailings.  Our address is a “.org” 
address, and distributed through a group email provider, so it 
sometimes gets filtered to a person’s spam or trash inbox.  This 
is a vital means of communication between your pastor and 
your household.  Please check on this, and let us know if you 
are not receiving emails.  Also, please inform us if you have an 
updated email or phone number.  
 

REDNER’S TAPES WANTED The National Junior Honor 
Society of Holy Rosary School is collecting Redner's Save-A-
Tape receipts to help earn money to support our various service 
projects.   You must use your Redner's Rewards Card for the 
Save-a-Tape Amount to be printed. Please put them in an 
envelope labeled NJHS of Holy Rosary. Thank you in advance. 

EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES 

HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL:  
Administrative Assistant/Receptionist Needed Full Time, 

Front Office Admin. Assist. position available at Holy Rosary 
School, Duryea.  Hours 7:30-3:30 including summer. (SERIOUS 
INQUIRIES ONLY) If interested, please call Mrs. Skutack in the 
School  Office at 570-457-2553. 
DIOCESE OF SCRANTON: MAINTANCE  POSTION 
Looking for a dependable and experienced  individual to 
perform maintenance duties at the Chancery building and 
Diocesan Pastoral center in downtown Scranton. Interested 
candidates can apply on the website by April 30, 2025: 

                                                                www.dioceseofscranton.org. 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY: 

MARYWOOD CHAMBER SINGERS CONCERT 
The Chamber Singers of Marywood University under the 
direction of Dr. Rick Hoffenberg will present a Spring 
Concert at St. John the Evangelist R.C. Church, 35 William Street 
in Pittston, on Sunday, April 27 at 3:00 PM. 
 

AT THE DURYEA AMERICAN LEGION  PASTA DINNER on 
Saturday May 3rd from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Duryea American 
Legion Post 585 at 3:29 Main Street Duryea. Cost of the dinner is $12 
and includes penne pasta meatballs, homemade meat sauce, side 
salad with Italian dressing packet, and bread and butter. Eat in our 
dining area or take out. Tickets are available from sales members or 
at the door the day of the event. 
 

Join Providence Pregnancy Center on May 16, 2025 for our 
annual dinner at St. Mary's Center in Scranton. This year's 
featured guest speaker, Chris Bell, is the founder of Good Counsel 
Homes in New York City and will share about his important work 
of providing safe shelter to homeless pregnant women. The 
evening includes a cocktail hour with appetizers and a cash bar, 
a delicious dinner, dessert, live music and raffles. Join 500 others 
as we come together to celebrate and support the work of PPC, 
which provides critical resources to mothers in crisis including 
material help, counseling, housing at our maternity home Casa de 
Maria, and education. Tickets are only $25 and can be purchased 
online at www.ppcscranton.org/events or by calling Sandy at 
570-862-3001.   
 

Catholic Choral Society Schedules Spring Concerts - The annual 
spring concerts of the Catholic Choral Society of Scranton 
celebrating the 76th year of the choral group will be presented on 
Friday evening, May 16th at 7:00 PM at Mary, Mother of God 
Parish at Holy Rosary Church at 316 William Street in Scranton 
and on Sunday evening , May 18 at 7:00 PM at  the Church of St. 
Ignatius Loyola at 339 N. Maple Ave., Kingston, PA. On Friday 
evening, May 16th, at Holy Rosary Church, the Choral Society 
will host the Mary, Mother of God Adult Choir directed by 
Kimberly Gnall. On Sunday evening, May 18, at St. Ignatius 
Loyola Church, the Choral Society will host the Good Shepherd 
Academy of Kingston Middle School Choir under the direction 
of  Thomas Hanlon. The Catholic Choral Society, marking its 
76th season, is comprised of members from Luzerne, Lackawanna, 
Wayne, Susquehanna and Wyoming counties. The  director 
of  the Catholic Choral Society is Ann Manganiello and the 
accompanist is Linda Houck. Brenda Grunza, Nicholson, and Lois 
Ostrowski, Pittston, are co-presidents of the choral group. Tickets: 
Adults $12.00 – Seniors and students $8.00 –Singers and  ages 12 
and under free. 

 

 April 27, 2025                                                                                                     Divine Mercy Sunday 
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DIVINE  MERCY  SUNDAY  HOLY  HOUR 
April 27, 2025,  here at Nativity of Our Lord 

 

2:00pm Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
followed by Mid-day prayer 

Adoration and time for  quiet reflection and prayer. 
3:00pm – the Hour of Mercy: Divine Mercy Chaplet and then 

Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

 Jesus,  

   I trust  

      in You! 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
http://www.ppcscranton.org/events


 

 

 
 

An Italian Restaurant Since 1962 

Located in the “Pizza Capital of the World” 

443 S. Main Street – Old Forge, PA 

Mark and Angelo Genell 

 
 

Open Everyday at 11:00 

 
“Caring  

Professionals  
in Your  

Time of Need” 
 

Michelle R. Piontek, Supervisor  
Bernard J. Piontek, Funeral Director 

204 Main St., Duryea • 570-457-4301 
www.piontekfuneralhome.com 

ATTORNEY ANDREW J. LENTOWSKI 

 

For Wills, Living Wills, Powers of Attorney, 

Estates, Personal Injury, 

and ALL OF YOUR LEGAL NEEDS 
 

 (570) 351-3740               (570) 454-6900 

.FAMILY  PRESCRIPTION. 

 

Best RX-Pricing • Free Delivery 
335 Main St. • Duryea PA 

570-457-6789 
“Serving our Community” 

 

 

 
 
 

We accept most major insurances including BCBS, 

Medicare, Geisinger, Aetna, Cigna and more! 

OPEN Mon-Fri 9AM-7PM, Sat-Sun 9AM-5PM 

855.990.CARE(2273)  

 1141 Moosic St, Suite 3 Scranton, PA 18505 

For Your Peace of Mind 
 

K I E S I N G E R 
 

Funeral Services Inc. 
Mark Kiesinger, Funeral Director/Supervisor 

255 McALPINE STREET DURYEA, PA • 457-4387 

Dr. John A. Fischer 
Optometrist 570-457-9770 

247 Main Street • Duryea, PA 

Comprehensive Exams: Glaucoma, Cataract, 

Macular Degeneration, Contact Lenses, 

Fashion, Sport, and Safety Eye Wear 

 
 

 
 

 
        

Anne M Schardien CPA 
113 Kimberly Drive, Duryea, PA 18642           570-654-2071 

anne@murphyschardiencpa.com         
www.murphyschardiencpa.com 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

ggED SCODA 
 

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning 
 

910 West Oak Street 
Old Forge, PA 18518 

 

Phone (570) 457-0572 
 

Fax (570) 457-0591 
 

email EdScoda@aol.com
 

Kobal & Frederickson 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
435 Main Street -  Moosic 

(570)451-0600 
 

       

 
Brenda M. Kobal, Esq.      

Donald J. Frederickson, Jr., Esq.  
 

                      This Bulletin is printed in Loving Memory of. . .                  

John A., Theresa and 
John Jr. Adamiak 

Alfred and Judith Akulonis 
Anthony and Helen 

Akulonis 

Baranoski, Gregorczyk, 
Janczyk, Polukard and 

Negvesky Families 

Peter and Victoria Biga 
Mary Soltysiak 

Thomas and Stella Blasco 

William, Ann, Gerard Brady 
Edward, Agnita, Claire 

Linskey 
Ann Brudzinski 

Frank & Regina Callis 
Zielinski and Callis 

Families 
Chelland Family 

Louis Robert Cremard 
Catherine and Louis 

Cremard 

Irene DeAngelo 
Rev. Andrew J. Marcinko 
M/M Andrew Marcinko 

Carmen and Idena DeBiasi 
Jason and Louis DeBiasi 

Dolan and Roche Family 
Louis and Dorothy 

Doxbeck Family 
Dulny and Kapish Families 

Martin and Anna Dunay 
Jacob and Nellie Vitek 

Jack and Rita Fischer 
Zaladonis Family 

John T. Freas 
Edward and Mary Matt 

Joseph W. Frew 
Dominick “Beaver” 

Gigliello and 
Anthony & Mary Naida 

Margaret & Leo Glodzik, 
Sr., Lea Glodzik and Bob 

Glodzik 

Capt. Francis A. Hantz 
U.S.N. Ret. 

Frank and Mary Hantz 
Robert Hynoski 

Stanley & Anna Hantz 
Catherine & Andrew Knopic 

Stanley Hantz Family 

Martin D. Hastie and 
Martin K. Hastie 

Margaret and Jack Hoover 
Jasienski, Bozinko and 
Lewandowski Families 

Thomas and Geraldine 
Judge 

Judge and Antal Families 
Michael and Cecelia Klauss 

Kundrat and Simko 
Families 

Bob and Rosemary Kundrat 
Joseph Long, Jr., 

Carl Joseph Tucker, and 
Butler Family Members 

John & Helen Lukus 
Tom & Mary McAndrew 

Paczkowski Family 
Eugene Madrak George and Lottie Matrone 

Thomas J. and Cecilia 
McAndrew 

Tom and Anna Rita 
McGlynn 

John and Mary Mikovitch 
Gerald Mikovitch 

Mary Ann Namatka 
Peter & Elizabeth Namatka 
William & Josephine Sowa 

Stanley J. Nazarchuk & Helen 
A. (Echan) Nazarchuk and All 

Deceased Family Members 

Judy and George 
Nowakowski 

Agnes and Peter Olsheski 
Olszewski, Grudzinski and 

Madrak Families 

Olszewski, Skowronski and 
Zoltowski Families 

Bernard J. and Theresa 
Ostrosky 

Teresa Ramiza Pace 
Loretta, Steve & Michael 
Haluschak, Anthony Pace 

Walter F. Perhalla 
Micheline & Anthony 

Perkowski,  Stella Hoffman 
A.Perkowski Family 

Stanley A. and Mary 
Piontek 

Robert and Ruth Walsh 

Stanley & Stella Rava 
and Family 

Rincavage, Billick and 
Galinas Families 

Anthony & Helen 
Rincavage 

and Anthony Singer 

Michael and Irene 
Rostkowski 

Mark Rostkowski 
Jess L. & Beatrice Rutkoski 

Victor L Salidas. 
Anna Salidas 

Victor J.  Salidas 

Thomas and Florence 
Skowronski 

Wascavage Family  
Edward A. Jones 

Catherine and Bruno 
Smicherko 

Mary and Joseph Solarchik 
Margaret Stanavage and 

Son, Ronnie 
George Strus 

Joseph Sr., Bertha, Ronald, 
Francis and Joseph Swenton, Jr. 

& Michael Matiko 

Dominic G. Toraldo 
Jacob J. & Pauline M. Vitek 

and Theresa M. Vitek 
Earl & Marion Vrabel and 
Michael & Grant Larronde 

Michael and Jean Wasko Don Wasta 
Vincent & Mary Waszczak 

Marion and Cathy Bryk 

Gertrude and Loretta Yachna 
& Deceased Yachna Family Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 

Margaret Yauk and 
Romayne Solarchik  

Zujkowski, Pribula, Klink 
and Nasiatka Families 

http://www.piontekfuneralhome.com/
mailto:anne@murphyschardiencpa.com
http://www.murphyschardiencpa.com/

